


10th August 2016 

Mr Adrian Schmidt 

Municipal Fire Prevention Officer 
Box 201 

EDENHOPE VIC 3318 

Dear Adrian, 

Re: Designation of premises as a 'Neighbourhood Safer Place' 
Premises: DERGHOLM RECREATION RESERVE, Casterton-Apsley Road, Dergholm. 

,~ 
6 AUG 2016 

.&. • • • 

I confirm that West Wimmera Shire Council has requested the consent of Dergholm Recreation Reserve, 

Committee of Management to use the Premises as indicated on the attached plan as a Neighbourhood Safer 

Place (NSP) for the bushfire season commencing 2016 / 2017 and continue as a NSP until further notice 
pursuant to section 50G of the Country Fire Authority Act 1958. 

The Committee of Management consents to the use of the Premises for this purpose and notes that t he use 
of the Premises as a NSP will be governed by all relevant legislation. 

Maintenance 

The Committee of Management intends to undertake the following maintenance works at the Premises: 
• Mow and maintain grass including under trees to less than 100mm to a minimum distance of 70 

meters from the designated NSP location during the fire season. 

Remove any fallen timber within the reserve pre and during the fire season as needed for the 
purpose of minimising the fire hazard. 

Acknowledgement 

If the above terms are acceptable, please sign the attached copy letter and return it to the Committee of 
Management as soon as possible. 

If you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact me. 

Yours sincerely. 

Lyndon Polderman 

Chairperson, Dergholm Recreation Reserve, Committee of Management 

18 Dergholm -Chetwynd Rd Dergholm 3312 Encl. Plans from assessment 

Date. ,lo -o.i - ~ ..c? .1.~ ....... .. 

Doc No , (o\90 ~9~' · ........... .. 
File No: 7~ O\Q~ . ............... . 
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From: Adrian Schmidt
To: Records
Subject: FW: Dergholm Safe Refuge
Date: Tuesday, 30 August 2016 10:39:39 AM
Attachments: image003.png

Please place in 16/002961
thanks
 
Adrian Schmidt | Ranger/Local Laws Officer
West Wimmera Shire Council
e adrianschmidt@westwimmera.vic.gov.au |  p 03 5585 9900mailto:adrianschmidt@westwimmera.vic.gov.au  |  
OFFICE:  49 Elizabeth Street, Edenhope, VIC 3318  |  p 03 5585 9900  |  f 03 5585 9950  | westwimmera.vic.gov.au

 

 
 

From: Simon & Georgina Robinson [mailto:simon.beanz@bigpond.com] 
Sent: Sunday, 21 August 2016 8:23 PM
To: Adrian Schmidt <AdrianSchmidt@westwimmera.vic.gov.au>
Cc: David Currie <lyndoch@bordernet.au>
Subject: Dergholm Safe Refuge
 
Dear Adrian,
 
On behalf of the Dergholm Hall Committee and the CFA, we would like to withdraw the application to have the Dergholm Hall
registered as a “place of last resort” or a safe area.
 
The Dergholm Recreation Reserve is a more suitable area and an application has been made.
 
Regards,
Simon Robinson
Apsley Group Officer
CFA
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CFA Neighbourhood Safer Places Assessment Summary Report

NSP ID: 1000059933 Municipality: West Wimmera Shire  

Location: dergholm Dergholm recreation reserve

Address: Castertion Naracorte Rd Dergholm 3312                                                     

Location Type: Open Space CFA Region: Barwon SW

Assessment Date: 15.07.2016 Assessed By: Tony Brady

Result: Compliant provided prescriptions are met

  1.42  1.42  1.42  1.42

  70  70  70  70  Prescribed
  (Grassland areas 

  only)

  Actual

  (To be no greater than 2kw for open 

  space or 10kw for a building)

  Prescribed
  (Grassland areas 

  only)

  Actual

All grassland must be maintained to less than 100mm within a 70 metre

radius of the NSP on all sides including under trees  

Result

  Treatments & Prescriptions
  (For Grassland areas ONLY)

  Assessment
  Factors

  North Aspect   South Aspect  East Aspect   West Aspect

  Vegetation Type

  Separation Distance to
  Vegetation (m)

  Vegetation Height (m)

  Effective Slope (°)

  Overall NSP Criteria Achieved

  Site Slope (°)

  Prescribed or Deemed to Satisfy
  Requirements for distance achieved -
  (Distance equal to or greater than 140M structure 310M open

  space)

  Deemed to Satisfy
  Requirements for slope achieved -
  (Effective Slope less than 20 degrees)

  Deemed to Satisfy (DtS)
  Requirements Achieved

  (If DtS not achieved)

  Calculated Heat Flux (kW/m2)

AS3959 Forest
/

BAAWetSclero
phyllForest

  AS3959
Grassland /

BAA
Grassland

  AS3959
Grassland /

BAA
Grassland

  AS3959
Grassland /

BAA
Grassland

  143   112   52   46

  25   .2   .2   .2

  0   0   0   0

  0   0   0   0

  N   N   N   N

  Y   Y   Y   Y

  N   N   N   N

  1.34   .71   2.62   3.14

  Y   Y   Y   Y

Compliant
   Meeting the CFA assessment criteria on the day of assessment 

   Meeting the assessment criteria provided that prescriptions of 

          management of grassland over the fire danger period are 

          secured by agreed terms entered into by the landholder. (This 

          written agreement must refer to specific treatments and 

          prescriptions as stated above, be signed by the  landowner 

          and attached to the NSP Online Business System on 

          designation of this potential NSP site or confirming designation as 

          part of review)

Non Compliant
   Not meeting the CFA assessment criteria on the day of assessment









 

 
 

Draft Minutes 
Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee 

18th of July 2016 – 10:00am – Goroke Senior Citizens Centre 

 

Present Cr Ron Hawkins (Chair) Alfred Mason, Gavin Kelly, David Tepper, Bernie Maddern, Melissa Douglas, Venkat Peteti, Anthony Lowe, Paul 
Fennell, Adrian Schmidt, Lyn McKenzie, Russell Manning, Phil Kuhne, Diana Blake, Amy Sluggett, Adrian Schmidt, Jim Richardson, Dale 
McIvor, Terry Ough and Michelle Ellis 

Apologies Neil Cheney, Bob Millar, Darren Welsh, Heather Drendel, Ian Day, Sean Adams, Amanda Munn, Daryl Sinclair, Greg Deutscher, Andrew 
Saunders and Robyn Evans 

 

Topic and Points of 
Discussion 

Details of Action or Motion Responsible 
Officer and 
Time Frame  

Relevant Documentation 

1. Welcome Paul Fennell WCMA 
Dianna Blake WEMT – EM Project Officer 
Anthony Lowe – Goroke SES 
 

  

2. Confirmation of 
Previous 
Minutes 

That the draft WWMEMPC meeting minutes of the 21st of March 2016 with the 
addition of noting Amy Sluggett as an apology are accepted as a true and 
accurate record. 
Moved: J Richardson  Seconded:  H Cupples  Carried Unanimously 
 
That the WWMEMPC accept the endorsed minutes of the WWMFMPC meeting 
held 7th of March 2016. 
Moved: J Richardson  Seconded: H Cupples  Carried Unanimously 
 
 

  



 

3. Business Arising From Previous Minutes 
4.1 Harrow Levy bank 
ownership 

Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Flood Strategies have been reviewed over the last 18 
months and are currently assessing processes with assumption that council will be 
involved.  
 
Recent study should identify who is the owner of the Harrow Levy Bank 
Action: Robyn Evans: Council to contact Glenelg Hopkins. 
 
4.1.1 Flood study – will be the best way to educate Harrow Community – Flood 
posters to be placed throughout community 
 
Work in process with current flood investigation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Robyn Evans 

 

4.2 EM Risk Assessments Completed and uploaded on Crisisworks 
 

Completed  

4.3 Single House Fire 
Notification 

Major problem is the consistency of approach and procedures. 
No processes around the non-insured. 
Needs to be black and white however, different levels of contact availability at 
Councils and Agencies. 
On hold until discussions are held with Neil Cheney who is currently on leave.  
Action: Phil Kuhne: Draft document to be circulated to Committee when ready 
 
Committee additional comments: 
DHHS a lot of work was undertaken in 2011-2012; an ongoing process that seems 
to have ceased. 
 
CFA is looking for the same process for each municipality 
Action: Ian Day: CFA fact sheet to Council 
 

Phil Kuhne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Day 

 

4. Standing Items 
Contact Directories 
 

Distributed and completed Michelle Ellis  

Emergency Risks 
 

5.2.1 Hazardous Material Release 
Risk is confined to WWS Municipality 

 
 

 



 

 
Action: Risk workshopped and amendments taken back with WEMT for updating 
– WWS Blue Box and Crisisworks 
 
5.2.2 Suicide 
The Committee whilst identifying the importance of recognising Suicide as a risk to 
the Community, acknowledged that it is not a risk in an emergency management 
context and such be removed from the EM Risk Register. 
 
The Committee would like it recognised in the Public Health and Wellbeing Plan. 
 
That WWMEMP Committee: 

1. Note that suicide whilst identified as a hazard to the community, is not 
an emergency management risk per emergency management definition 
and as such suicide as a risk is removed from the WWS Emergency 
Management Risk Register and; 

2. Any information collated thus far is forwarded to Councils Public and 
Health Wellbeing Committee for inclusion into the Plan. 

 
Moved: Dave Tepper    Seconded: Alfred Mason   Carried Unanimously 
 
Action: Michelle: To forward copy of WWMEMPC Minutes and WWS EM Risk 
Register: Suicide to the Council Public and Health Wellbeing Committee 
 

 
Phil/ Dianna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Ellis 

Relief and Recovery 
 

4 part recovery and relief process.  Will be shaped by how the State and Federal 
Government fund, initial thought more mitigation not funding. 
 
Liaising with Dave Tepper for a one day workshop/ forum beginning October, 
speakers unconfirmed, to be held at the Horsham Golf Course, free of cost and 
invitation with be sent to Council. 
 

Phil Kuhne 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  

5. General Business 



 

5.1 Harrow Flood 
Planning 

Approaching completion of a good draft, sub-committee plan report out for 
Harrow.   
Fair amount of input from West Wimmera Shire. 
 

  

5.2 Dergholm NSP-PLR Dergholm Hall was approved, but due to technical issues the ‘Hall’ as a site is now 
no longer possible.  The Dergholm Recreation Reserve has been inspected as as 
alternate and with a maintenance request to keep grass to 100mls has been 
approved by CFA as suitable. 
 
The WWMEMP Committee pre-approve the Dergholm Recreation Reserve for 
the designated Dergholm NSP PLR pending written CFA endorsement of site. 
Moved: A Schmidt   Seconded: A Mason   Carried Unanimously 
 

Adrian Schmidt  

6. Correspondence 
6.1 VIC SES Notification of anticipated changes to MEMP Audits dated 25th of May 2016. 

 
That the WWMEMPC received and note the incoming correspondence as listed 
Moved: G Kelly    Seconded: P Kuhne    Carried Unanimously 
 

  

7. Reports Received  
 That the WWMEMPC receive and table the Red Cross and Edenhope District 

Memorial Hospital agency reports 
Moved: G Kelly    Seconded: P Kuhne   Carried Unanimously 
 

  

CFA Change in leadership and restructure in CFA – lost a few positions, however we 
gained 5 new administrative roles. 
Operationally nothing of importance to note 
Rediness review – Red Paper on hold for new board to review 
 
 

  

Victorian SES New staff member Greg Fryer, new Operations Trainer (skills and maintenance) 
EM point of view relatively quiet. 
Regionally: 2 ‘Introduction to EM courses’ were well received and attended. 
 

  



 

DHHS EMLO course 8/9/2016 
Community resilience framework coming out soon – common language 
 

  

WCMA Shire representative Robyn Evans will be able to keep Council in the loop. 
 

  

Red Cross Couple of recent incidences in the shire with psychological assistance provided. 
Changes are coming and if applicable Council will be notified. 
 

  

DEWLP - Fire Much quieter in season so for the first time we have not been spending the winter 
undertaking rehabilitating work. 
Burning will commence soon, finalising the fire work projects working three years 
in advance. 
Recruiting project fire fighters into Edenhope so request to pass on to contacts. 
Upgrading the ICC at Horsham, this will commence mid-year next. 
Lastly a ‘thank you’ to the West Wimmera Council for its agency support. 
 

  

WWSC Relief 1. Single House Fire – Carpoloc 
2. Vehicle travelling through Kaniva 

 
Followed procedures in place and worth noting that West Wimmera Shire is pretty 
good at keeping an eye on our residents. 
 

  

WEMT With Dianna Blake accepting the role as EM Project Officer and an Administration 
Officer about to be decided upon the WEMT team is full and functioning again. 
Secured funding for next three years – strategic action plan will be forwarded to 
Steering Planning Committee and then the CEO. 
 
Cr Hawkins welcomed Phil and Team and recognised Rhonda McNeil’s significant 
role in West Wimmera Shire Emergency Management. 
 

  

Ag Victoria (DEDJTR) Animal Health short staffed.   
During the Introduction to EM there was confusion surrounding Animal Disposal 
responsibility however after reviewing Sec 7 EMV would like to clarify that Council 
Rangers are responsible for disposal of cows, sheep, large animals – domestic and 

  



 

stock (not cats and dogs) 
 
If Council is not happy with this they need to raise with the Planning Committee. 
Questions still surround reimbursement. 
 
Further to be discussed during the ‘Stock Truck Incident/ Exercise’ 
 

VicPolice Edenhope Cluster – 2 EMLOs 
Kaniva member starting, Sargent for Kaniva has retired. 
 
Recent power out incident.  Goroke School gave student options to go home.  
EM Planning has procedure in place for heat wave but nothing for freezing cold 
conditions and no mobile as OPTUS tower was out.  Should this be workshopped?  
Action: Jim Richardson: To provide Phil with brief dot points of issues 
 

 
 
 
 
Phil Kuhne 
 
 
Jim Richardson 

 

WWSC NSP PLRs – Apsley and Edenhope good to go. 
Dergholm needs to be finalised before Councillors go into caretaker mode 
 
Business as usual except one interesting case of note: 
Council has potentially been left with single house fire debris clean up, age of 
building alluding to a high chance of asbestos content and single occupant was 
uninsured. 
 

  

8. Date and Location of Next Meeting 
 Thank you to the Chair of the WWMEMPC Cr Ron Hawkins 

 
14th of November 2016 – KANIVA COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 10:00am 
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